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"Sun  along  and  play  now,  Mother's  busy."    Did  your  mother  ever  say  that  to 
you  when  you  were  little?   To  keep  you  from  under  her  heels  or  out  of  mis- 
chief?   I'm  sure  she  did.    And  I'm  sure  Mrs.  Lincoln  used  to  say  it  to  little  Abe 

Lincoln,  too.    This  is  Abraham  Lincoln's  birthday,  you  know  he  was  born  132 

years  ago. 

'Veil,  today  the  Earm  Security  Administration  tells  us  about  some  of  the  toys 
its  borrower  families  make  for  their  children  these  shut-in  winter  days.  Since 
these  families  are  supposed  to  be  past-masters  at  thrift  and  resourcefulness,  we're 
not  surprised  to  find  them  using  odds  and  ends  of  material  -  scraps  of  cloth, 
pieces  of  felt,  bits  of  string  and  ribbon,  empty  spools,  left-over  paint,  buttons, 
baskets,  boxes,  broom  handles,  and  many  other  things. 

Children  like  simple  toys.    They  really  prefer  them,  whether  bought  or  home- 
made.   Many  a  Eaggedy  Ann  or  Sunbonnet  Sue  has  been  cuddled  and  loved  long  after 
Erincess  Alice  was  put  on  a  shelf,    And  I  bet  that  Gingham  Dog  and  Calico  Cat  came 
out  of  somebody's  scrap  bag  too. 

A  favorite  material  these  people  use  for  soft  toys  is  an  old  inner  tube. 
They  rip  open  the  tube,  place  their  pattern  of  a  dog  or  cat  or  doll  on  two  thick- 
nesses of  the  rubher  and  cut  out  the  form.    Then  they  sew  the  two  pieces,  front 
and  back,  together  with  a  blanket  stitch,  stuff  it  with  clean  rags  or  cotton,  and 
sew  on  buttons  for  eyes.     They  make  a  nose  and  mouth  with  red  or  white  thread,  and 
whiskers  if  appropriate. 
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Some  mothers,  and  older  "brothers  and  sisters,  make  drums  from  inner  tubes. 
They  take  a  large  tin  can  the  right  size,  stretch  round  pieces  of  rubber  tubing  ovei 
each  end  and  lace  through  the  rubber  back  and  forth  with  shoe  strings  or  cord,  "he: 
they  attach  a  strap  or  cord  so  the  drum  can  be  carried  over  the  shoulder  like  a  dru 
major's,  and  pad  the  end  of  a  stick  for  a  drumstick. 

These  folks  say  a  good  way  to  make  a  nice  soft  kitty  cat  is  to  take  an  old 
cotton  stocking,  cut  off  the  foot,  sew  it  across  the  top,  and  stuff  it  with  cotton 
or  cloth  for  a  body.    Then  split  the  lower  half  of  the  stocking  into  three  parts 
and  braid  it  for  a  tail.    Finally  when  kitty  has  had  a  nose,  mouth,  eyes,  ears,  and 
whiskers  embroidered  on  her  and  ribbon  tied  around  her  neck,  she  is  practically 
ready  to  purr. 

You  can  make  a  fine  stick  horse  by  stuffing  a  man's  sock  with  cotton  or  ex- 
celsior or  something  else,  and  running  a  broomstick  up  into  the  heel  of  it.  Tack 
the  open  end  of  the  sock  tightly  onto  the  stick.    Then  when  the  toe  of  the  sock 
points  downward,  it  makes  a  good-looking  horse's  head  -  that  is,  it  will  when  it 
gets  some  ears.    For  ears,  take  a  couple  of  fingers  from  an  old  glove  and  sew  them 
on.    Then  use  a  pair  of  buttons  for  eyes,  and  make  a  bridle  from  shoestrings,  wrap- 
ping cord,  or  plaited  binder  twine. 

A  simple  way  to  make  a  doll  is  to  take  a  corncob  and  cover  it  with  soft 
cloth.    Then  pad  the  head  and  paint  or  crayola  the  eyes,  nose,  mouth,  and  some  rosy 
cheeks.    Hake  a  little  dress  or  pair  of  overalls,  and  top  off  the  outfit  with  a 
cornshuck  hat.     If  the  doll  seems  sleepy  when  you've  finished,  make  her  a  bed.  To 
make  the  bed  take  a  couple  of  oblong  woven  baskets,  remove  the  handles,  if  any,  and 
set  one  basket  on  end  inside  the  other  for  a  canopy-top.     Then  make  a  little  mat-: 
tress  and  pillow,  and  if  it's  chilly  weather  like  some  of  these  days  we've  been 
having,  make  a  couple  of  blankets. 

There  are  a  lot  of  other  toys  easy  to  make,  too.    For  example,  it's  easy  to 
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make  "building  "blocks  from  pieces  of  wood  or  lumber  yard  scraps,  "being  careful  to 
plane  and  sandpaper  the  edges  to  make  them  smooth  and  safe  from  splinters.  It's 
easy  to  make  a  spinner  top  "by  whittling  down  a  spool  to  a  point  on  one  end  and  in- 
serting a  little  pointed  stick.    It's  easy  to  make  a  little  wagon  "by  driving  a  nail 
or  staple  into  the  front  end  of  a  "box  and  attaching  a  string  -  with  a  spool  on  the 
end  for  a  handhold.    You  can  make  a  little  boat  "by  pointing  a  shingle  at  one  end  and 
placing  an  open  cigar  box  on  the  other  end.    You  can  make  a  circus  train  by  putting 
shoe  boxes  end  to  end,  slitting  the  sides  of  the  boxes  to  make  them  look  like  bars 
of  a  cage.    'The  little  animals  inside  can  be  from  peanuts  -  with  pins  for  legs  and 
little  peanuts  for  heads  and  tails. 

And  you  can  easily  make  a  fold-up  scrapbook  with  cardboard  from  writing  pads 
or  pencil  tablets.    Place  the  pieces  of  cardboard  side  by  side  and  paste  strips  of 
cloth  along  their  edges  to  .join  them.     This  makes  a  particularly  good  hobby  scrap- 
book,  because  children  can  paste  pictures  all  of  a  kind  -  like  animals,  birds, 
flowers,  trains,  or  automobiles  -  and  see  them  all  at  once.    When  the  book  is  fold- 
ed it  looks  like  an  accordion. 

Every  child  needs  a  table  of  some  kind  to  work  on  -  to  draw  or  paint  or  cut 
paper  dolls  on.    This  table  can  be  anything  from  a  turned-over  box  with  one  side 
knocked  out,  to  an  old  kitchen  table  with  the  legs  sawed  down.    Or  if  a  table  is  out 
of  the  question,  a  wide  shelf  hinged  low  on  the  wall  makes  a  good  substitute. 

Every  child  needs  a  comfortable  chair  too.    This  can  be  made  from  an  orange 
crate.     Set  the  orange  crate  on  one  end,  open  front  toward  you,  and  knock  out  the 
upper  end.     Tnen  lower  the  center  division  to  the  right  height  for  a  seat,  cut  down 
the  sides  for  arms,  and  pad  and  upholster  the  chair.    An  children  should  have  a 
cupboard,  dresser  drawer  or  shelf  for  their  toys-  or  a  big  box,  or  an  apple  basket 
with  the  rough  edges  bound  around  with  cloth.   

Earm  Security  says  these  are  just  a  few  of  the  ideas  its  families  use  suc- 
cessfully to  make  their  children's  playthings.     Some  are  original  and  some  are  not, 
but  all  are  practical  and    inexpensive,  and  some  of  them  may  be  helpful  to  you. 
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